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“Teacher’s Porn Conviction Sparks Debate” 


Student Task: Within your group, review the details of the case. Discuss any background knowledge you may have on these issues. Come to a consensus as to what the punishment should be for Ms. Amero.

Who: Julie Amero, substitute teacher

Where: Kelly Middle School, Windham, CN

What: Convicted of exposing seventh-grade students to pornography on her classroom computer. She could be sentenced to as much as 18 months in prison.

Ms. Amero’s Argument: Before class, another teacher permitted her to use the classroom computer to send an email and told her not to turn the computer off. After using the computer, she went to the restroom. When she returned to the classroom, the teacher was gone and two students were seated at the computer and were viewing a web site on hair styles. She sent the students to their desks and began the class.

Later, pornographic images started popping up on the computer screen all by themselves. She says she tried to click the images off, but they kept returning, and the teacher had been adamant that she not turn the computer off. She contends that spyware and adware programs were to blame for the pornographic images and the computer was unprotected from such programs.

Prosecutor’s Argument: Ms. Amero clicked on graphic websites and many kids were exposed to pornographic images of nude men and women. All she had to do was unplug the computer or throw a coat over it. The principal testified that, although the computer had no firewall protection due to an unpaid bill, no one else had reported such a problem with pop-ups before or after this incident.

Computer Consultant for the Defense:  Students went to an innocent website but were redirected to another site that had pornographic links. Adware and spyware programs are often secretly installed by companies to track user activity. They can generate pop-up ads, including pornographic ones. It could happen to anyone. The prosecutor admitted that no search had been made for spyware.

Double Entry Journal Rubric

	3
	The response demonstrates an understanding of the complexities of the issues.

· Uses expressed and implied information from the reading.

· Clarifies and extends understanding beyond the literal.

	2
	The response demonstrates a partial or literal understanding of the issues.

· Uses some expressed or implied information to demonstrate understanding.

· May not fully connect the support to a conclusion made about the issues.

	1
	The response shows evidence of a minimal understanding of the issues.

· May show evidence that some meaning has been derived from the reading.

· May lack information or explanation to support an understanding in relation to the question.

	0
	The response is completely irrelevant or lacks understanding.
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