AACPS Digital Citizenship

Lesson Title: Cyberspace at School Grade K

Time: 30 minutes Materials:

Overview: Children explore the concept of cyberspace as a means e School E-mail

of communicating with real people within their school. computer network for

teacher demonstration
e Activity sheet:
Objectives: Cyberspace at School
o Crayons; markers

» Explain that cyberspace is a means of communicating with
real people

e Draw pictures to show cyberspace connections between real
people

Maryland Technology Literacy Standards for Students (MTLSS)
Standard 1.0 — Technology Systems: Foundation in the use and understanding of technology
Standard 2.0-Digital Citizenship:

Students will demonstrate an understanding of the history of technology, its implications on society and
practice ethical, legal, and responsible use of technology to assure safety.

Activities:

Introduce: Have children list all the ways they can send and receive messages (write, draw,
telephone, fax, mail, etc.) Record information for students to refer to later.

o Present the following to children: I'd like to tell Ms. (a teacher in a distant classroom) some
important news. | can't go and tell her now, because | am teaching in this room. Ask: How will
| get the message to her? Students may suggest using an intercom or sending a student with
a written note.

o Explain that there is another way to deliver the news without anyone needing to leave the
room - by sending the message through cyberspace using the computer.

e Invite children to watch you type a brief E-mail message, fill in the header information, and
click the button to send it. OPTIONAL.: Alert the recipient to watch for the E-mail and to reply
as soon as it is received.

e Ask: Where did my message go? How did it happen? Guide children to use the word
"cyberspace" in their responses.
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Close

Ask: How could you send a message to another teacher in our school? To our principal? To
the nurse? Guide children to recognize that messages can be sent through cyberspace to
reach all of these people.

Distribute the activity sheet, Cyberspace at School. Have children think of the message you
sent to another teacher and all the other real people they might send a message to through
cyberspace and then draw a picture of the cyberspace connections between them.
Encourage them to think imaginatively and show how people communicate by using
computers.

Invite volunteers to share their drawings and to explain how people in their school
communicate through cyberspace. While there is no right or wrong way to draw
cyberspace, children's pictures should show their understanding that cyberspace is a
way for real people to communicate by using computers.

Ask: What can you do in cyberspace? (send messages to real people)
Ask: What did your pictures show?

Extend

Help children make a list of people beyond their school with whom they might communicate
through cyberspace (for example, a friend in another town or an uncle very far away). Then
have them draw the cyberspace connections between all these people, introducing the idea
that cyberspace extends beyond their school to people using computers anywhere in the
world.
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Cyberspace at School

through cyberspace by using computers. In doing so, they are beginning to understand how

Note to Families: Today your children drew this picture to show that real people communicate
oA d
people use the Internet.

21st Century Challenges: What is cyberspace? Cyberspace at School
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