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	Environmental Impacts
Background for Teachers
Humans change the environment in many ways. Some changes have a positive impact, some negative. These pictures can be sorted as follows:


	Actions
	Negative Impacts

	Cutting down forests

	Loss of food and homes for animals, birds, insects

	Polluting the air (factory and car pictures)

	People and other living things breathe dirty air and get sick; even trees can get sick from dirty air

	Polluting the water

	Dumping in storm drains pollutes the water; Fish, people and other living things get sick from polluted water

	Littering
	Litter is ugly. It can harm people and animals.

	Making too much trash
	Have to build more landfills (places to put the trash); this takes away habitat from other living things

	Actions
	Positive Impacts

	Installing a nest box
	Provides homes for birds

	Planting trees
	Provides food and homes for animals, birds, insects

	Filling a bird bath
	Provides water for birds, insects and other living things

	Planting a garden
	Vegetable gardens feed people, bees, butterflies, and birds
Flower gardens feed bees, butterflies, and birds

	Cleaning up pet waste
	Keeps bad germs off of the land and out of the water

	Putting up a bird feeder
	Provides food for birds
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Positive Impacts:
· Provides food, water or shelter for other living things
· Keeps the earth clean
· Keeps people and other living things safe and healthy



[image: ]Negative Impacts:
· Takes away food, water or shelter from other living things
· Makes the earth dirty
· Causes sickness or injury to people or other living things


polluting the air



[image: ]

[image: ]cutting down forests
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filling a bird bath



[image: ]putting up a nest box
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/highwaysagency/8448098769/
littering
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picking up litter
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planting a tree



[image: http://www.wilmingtonnc.gov/portals/0/documents/Public%20Services/Stormwater/SW%20images/Drain%20Pouring1.JPG]Epa.gov
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polluting the water

[image: Consequences of not picking up dog poop]cleaning up pet waste



[image: http://sites.psu.edu/faisal10/wp-content/uploads/sites/3846/2013/06/BEN1615.jpg]
polluting the air







[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/4/41/Michelle_Obama_%26_Sam_Kass_show_Bancroft_students_how_to_plant_a_garden_4-9-09.JPG/1024px-Michelle_Obama_%26_Sam_Kass_show_Bancroft_students_how_to_plant_a_garden_4-9-09.JPG]planting a garden



making too much trash [image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/70/Wysypisko.jpg/1280px-Wysypisko.jpg]




[image: http://www.elpozodeagua.com/wp-content/uploads/kid-diy-bird-feeder.jpg]putting a bird feeder outside
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