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Tiered Investigations:  Biographies

Throughout unit one, you learned about people who have gone through life-changing experiences.  For unit two, you will be learning about people who have a made a difference.   

For this investigation, you will gather information about your famous person.  You will create a timeline to help you organize your ideas.  In your research you will find answers to the following questions.  

Questions:

1.  When and where was your famous person born?

2. What was his or her childhood like?

3. What were some of the important events in this person’s life that helped him/her to make a difference in his/her community?

4. Why is your person famous? What was the change this person made?

Write your own question: ___________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________________

	Tier 1

Use at least 2 resources to find information about your famous person.  
	· Research your famous person to answer each question using the Independent Investigation Method.  Your answer should be written in complete sentences.  
· Create a timeline with at least 5 events.  
· Draw or use technology to create a visual of your famous person which contains a caption.  
· Create a Wordle using important details about your famous person.

	Tier 2

Use at least 3 resources to find information about your famous person.  
	· Research your famous person to answer each question using the Independent Investigation Method.  Your answer should be written in complete sentences.  
· Create a timeline with at least 7 events.  
· Write a biography of your famous person which contains text features which hook your reader.  Make sure to include a visual of your famous person which contains a caption.  
· Create a Wordle using important details about your famous person.

	Tier 3

Use at least 4 resources to find information about your famous person.  
	· Research your famous person to answer each question using the Independent Investigation Method.  Your answer should be written in complete sentences.  
· Create a timeline with at least 7 events.  
· Tell the reader about your famous person’s life through a series of letters written over his or her lifespan from that person to a friend.  
· Create a Wordle using important details about your famous person.
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Skimming text

Skimming is a reading technique that can help you:

« read more quickly
« decide if the text is interesting and whether you should read it in more detail

You can use the skimming technique when you want to identify the main ideas in the text.
How is skimming different to scanning?
The term skimming is often confused with scanning.

* You skim a text to obtain the gist - the overall sense - of a piece of writing. This can help
you decide whether to read it more slowly and in more detail.

* You scan a text to obtain specific information. For example, to find a particular number in a
telephone directory.

Sometimes you can use both reading methods. After you've skimmed a piece of text to decide
whether it's of interest, you might then use scanning techniques to find specific information.

How do you skim read?

When you use the skimming technique you don’t read the whole text word for word. You should
use as many clues as possible to give you some background information. There might be
pictures or images related to the topic, or an eye-catching title. Let your eyes skim over the
surface of the text and look out for key words while thinking about any clues you've found about
the subject.

Read the title, subtities and subheadings to find out what the text is about.
Look at the illustrations to give you more information about the topic.
Read the first and last sentence of each paragraph.

Don't read every word or every sentence. Let your eyes skim over the text and look out
for key words.
Continue to think about the meaning of the text.
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