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Going West – Pioneer Life

Student Outcome: Students will work in small groups to research various topics about Pioneers.

Directions:  Assign students to groups of four to five students.  Assign each group questions dealing with pioneer life.  The idea is for each group is to become knowledgeable about their topic so that they may teach their classmates about pioneer life on the trail. Students may use the Internet, encyclopedia or other sources to obtain information.   The following websites have information about each of the questions below.

· https://kidskonnect.com/history/pioneers/ 

· http://www.ehow.com/info_8435277_hardships-pioneer-life-american-west.html 

· http://www.kidinfo.com/american_history/pioneers.html 

· http://www.pkwy.k12.mo.us/homepage/belfourth/file/social_studies/types_of_covered_wagons.pdf (GROUP 3)

· http://www.selah.k12.wa.us/soar/projects2000/pioneerweb/trail.html 

· https://prezi.com/85eh1ejd4tpr/danger-of-pioneer-life/ 

· http://www.marshallschools.com/teachers/krausi/linkspioneers.htm 

Questions for Group 1

Who were the pioneers?

Why did they travel to the frontier? 

What were some dangers on the trail? 

Questions for Group 2

Where did the pioneers travel?

What were some of the trails that they used?

What did they take with them?

Questions for Group 3 

How did they travel?

What were their wagons like?

What was a wagon train?

Who led the wagon train?

Questions for Group 4 

What were their lives like on the trail?

· How far did the wagon travel each day?

· What did they do each day on the trail?

· What types of chores did children have to do?

What did they do after reaching their home?

Questions for Group 5 

What did pioneers use to treat illness?

What were some pioneer tools and utensils?  

What did the pioneers do in their spare time? (Games, songs, and toys)
Going West 

“Bill Pickett – Rodeo-Ridin’ Cowboy” 

Investigating Concepts Beyond the Text

Student Outcome: Students will work in small groups to learn about cowboys who lived in the American West.

[image: image1.wmf]Directions:  Assign students to groups of four to five students.  The groups will research information dealing with cowboys who lived in the American West.  The idea is for each group to become knowledgeable about their topic so that they may share information about cowboys who lived in the American West. Students may use the Internet, encyclopedia or other sources to obtain information.   The following websites have information about cowboys who lived in the American West.

National Cowboy Museum

http://nationalcowboymuseum.org/
http://nationalcowboymuseum.org/explore-the-west/ 

Buffalo Bill 

http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/people/a_c/buffalobill.htm 

Hispanic Vaqueros

https://web.archive.org/web/20050304044111/http://www.azstarnet.com/~jeffoto/vaqueros.html 

https://web.archive.org/web/20070220195526/http://library.thinkquest.org/6400/supplies.htm
After researching students will present the information for the class in the form of a brochure.








