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Abstract

In this lesson students compare and contrast the three colonial regions. They begin by analyzing data relating to exports and population. Next, they work in small groups to summarize what they have learned about the history, geography, government, economic activities and culture of each of the regions. Students they apply this knowledge by completing a three-way Venn diagram.  Finally, students create a poster or book about the three colonial regions, which includes maps, descriptions, illustrations, and one graphic organizer comparing the three regions.

Grade Level and Course Title: Fifth Grade/Early American History

Unit of Study: Colonial Life

Benchmarks

· Locate the New England, Middle Atlantic, and Southern colonies, and describe the culture of each region (II.1.LE.2). GLCE.

· Describe the major kinds of economic activities in the different colonial regions and explain the factors influencing their locations (II.3.LE.1).

Key Concepts

agriculture/manufacturing

colonial regions

trade

Instructional Resources

Equipment/Manipulative

Overhead projector

Student Resource

Any class set of textbooks for fifth grade Social Studies, such as:

Berson, Michael J. Horizons: United States History: Beginnings. Orlando: Harcourt School Publishers, 2005. 179-251.

Teacher Resource

Thomson, Melissa and Ruth Dean. Life in the American Colonies. San Diego: Lucent Books, 1999.

Other

Egbo, Carol. Supplemental Materials (SS050404.doc). Teacher-made material. Waterford, MI: Oakland Schools, 2005.

Sequence of Activities

1. Remind students that geographers divide areas of the Earth into regions that share common characteristics. Ask students to list the three colonial regions they have been studying. Using a present day map of the United States, have students identify the areas that comprised the colonial regions.

2. Write the following journal prompt on an overhead transparency or chalkboard: “What common characteristics bound each colonial regions together?” Give students time to answer the question in their journals. For additional questions to prompt student thinking, encourage students think of a particular colonial region. Discuss students’ responses. Guide students to the idea that the colonies that made up each colonial region shared similar geography, economic activities, history, and cultural characteristics such as schools and religion. Explain that in this lesson students will compare and contrast the three colonial regions.

3. Divide students in pairs and give each pair a copy of the two “Colonial Data” sheets located in the Supplemental Materials (SS050404.doc). Have the pairs to compare the three colonial regions by examining the data and then writing three conclusions based upon the data. Provide students time to work and then have them share their ideas with the whole group. Possible answers include:

· The Middle and Southern Colonies were very dependent on farming. Food crops were important in both regions.

· Grain was by far the major export of the Middle Colonies.

· The New England Colonies had the most diversity in exports.

· The export that brought in the most money in the colonies was tobacco, which was grown in the Southern Colonies.

· The value of exports in the Southern Colonies was greater than that of the other two regions.

· More people lived in the Southern Colonies by 1750 than in each of the other two colonial regions.

· Although the New England Colonies were smaller in area, more people lived in that region than the Middle Colonies.

4. Divide students into groups of four and give each group a copy of the “Colonial Regions Chart” located in the Supplemental Materials (SS050404.doc). Tell groups to work together to summarize important information about the three colonial regions by filling in the chart. Encourage groups to use what they have learned in the previous three lessons as well as their textbooks. If using the textbook listed in the Student Resource section, refer to pages 232-239 and 241-245 or a similar selection in another fifth grade book. Provide time for the groups to work.

5. Have groups share their charts with the entire class. Use an overhead transparency of the “Colonial Regions Chart” to create a master list of characteristics of the three colonial regions. Note that a “Completed Colonial Regions Chart” with possible answers has been included in the Supplemental Materials (SS050404.doc) to use as reference.

6. Give each student a copy of the “Venn Diagram” located in the Supplemental Materials (SS050404.doc). Make an overhead transparency of the Venn diagram and explain that this type of diagram allows you to compare three different things. Point to the center of the intersecting circles and explain that in this section students will describe a characteristic shared by all three regions. Next, point out where students will describe a characteristic shared by the New England and Middle Colonies. Finally, point out where students would describe a characteristic unique to the New England Colonies. Have students complete the diagram.

7. Place students in pairs and have partners share their Venn diagrams with each other. Then, have students share with the large group. Note that a “Completed Venn Diagram” showing possible answers has been included in the Supplemental Materials (SS050404.doc) to use as reference and for evaluating student diagrams.

8. Make and distribute copies of the “Colonial Regions Project” sheet to students, located in the Supplemental Materials (SS050404.doc). Make an overhead transparency of the sheet and use it to explain the project students will be doing as a culminating project for the last four lessons. Choose a due date for the project and have students write the date on their own sheets.

9. Give students sufficient time to complete their projects and then have them share with each other. Posters can be placed around the room and students can view the display. Books can be shared out loud in the large group or in smaller groups.

Assessment

The Colonial Regions project from Step 8 can be used as an assessment as well as the Venn diagram from Step 6.

Application Beyond School

Students could enlist support and ideas from family members regarding the creation of their Colonial Regions project.

Connections

Arts

Students use a variety of art skills as they create posters and books about the colonial regions.

English Language Arts

Students practice the speaker’s craft as they participate in small and large group discussions.

Students practice a variety of comprehension skills such as making connections as they take notes on a piece of informational text.

Mathematics

Students read and interpret data when they explore colonial exports.
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