[bookmark: _GoBack]Conflict at the Intersection:  The American Revolution
Directions:  Read each of the sources and determine which category best describes the point-of-view of the source.  Then, record the name of each source under the appropriate category with a brief explanation.
Background:  On the eve of the American Revolution, the colonists themselves were very much divided over how to deal with Great Britain and Parliament.  At the end of the French & Indian War, Britain found itself in a lot of debt and felt that the colonists should pay their fair share of the burden for their own defense.  With new taxes and the presence of British troops, some colonists were willing to break away from the mother country.  However, as late as 1775, independence was by no means certain.
	STOP:  
Restore the Ties of Loyalty to Britain
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	What We Believe
No society on earth enjoys greater liberty and prosperity than the American colonies.  Much of our good fortune, especially with respect to trade, is due to our status within the British Empire.

	CAUTION:
Defend Our Rights as Englishmen
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	What We Believe
Taxation without representation is tyranny.  Parliament has no authority over the colonies.  However, the colonists should be willing to provide Britain with funds for the defense and administration of the colonies.

	GO:
Fight for Our Independence
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	What We Believe
America is strong enough to stand on her own.  Disputes among the colonies will fade once we are responsible for governing ourselves.  Britain has rejected all of our attempts to compromise so they have left us with no other choice.



Sources
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Vocabulary

Highlight the following terms in each source before reading
dissolve:  to break up
ambitious:  grand or bold
subsisted:  survived





Highlight the following terms in each source before reading
compliance:  agreement
submission:  giving in  
peevish:  cranky
petulant:  grouchy
scheme:  plan
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Highlight the following terms in each source before reading
asylum:  place of safety
persecuted:  mistreated
perpetually:  forever
evident:  clear







Highlight the following terms in each source before reading
restoration:  return
tranquility:  harmony
commercial:  business-related
dispose:  remove
commodities:  goods




Critical Thinking Questions:
Letter to Parliament from the Second Continental Congress
1. Explain the meaning of the following quote in your own words:

“We mean not to dissolve that union which has so long and happily subsisted between us…”

Letter of a Westchester Farmer
2. What had actions had the colonists taken that might have caused the author to refer to them as a “bully?”

3. What does the author suggest might happen if the colonists break away from Britain?

Common Sense by Thomas Paine
4. What does the author find “absurd” (silly) about the relationship between Britain and its colonies?

A Summary View of the Rights of British America by Thomas Jefferson
5. What do you know about the author?

6. With which of the other sources might Jefferson agree?  Why?

Organize each source and provide a brief explanation
	STOP:  
Restore the Ties of Loyalty to Britain
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	CAUTION:
Defend Our Rights as Englishmen
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	GO:
Fight for Our Independence
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Letter to Parliament authored by the Second Continen-

tal Congress, July 1775
“Our cause is just. Our union is perfect.

Our internal resources are great, and, if nec-
essary, foreign assistance is undoubtedly
available.... The arms we have been compelled
by our enemies to assume, we will employ for
the preservation of our libertios: being with
one mind resolved to die freemen rather than
live slaves.... We mean not to dissolve that
union which has so long and happily sub-
sisted between us.... We have not raised armies
with ambitious designs of separating from
Great Britain and establishing independent
states.”
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“Letters of 3 Westchester Farmer,” written by Samuel
Seabury, 1774

“Can we think to threaten, and bully,
and frighten the supreme government of the
nation [Britain] into a compliance with our
demands? Can we expect to force a submis-
sion to our peevish and petulant humours, by
exciting clamours and riots in England?... A
single campaign, should she [Britain] exert her
force, would ruin us effectually.... The fleets
of Great Britain command respect throughout
the globe. Her influence extends to every part
of the earth.... We have no trade but under
the protection of Great Britain.... Should our
‘mad schemes take place, our sailors, ship-car-
penters, carmen, sailmakers, riggers, miners,
smelters, forge-men, and workers in bar iron
ote. would be immediately out of employ; and
we should have twenty mobs and riots in our
own country.”
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Common Sense, writen by Thomas Pane, January 10,
1.
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“But Britain is the parent country say
some. Then the more shame upon her con-
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duct. Even brutes do not devour their young,
nor savages make war upon their families....
Europe and not England is the parent country
of America. The New World hath been the
asylum for the persecuted lovers of civil and
religious liberty from every part of Europ

“Even the distance at which the Almighty
hath placed England and America is a strong
and natural proof that the authority of the

one over the other was never the design of
heaven.... There is something very absurd

in supposing a continent to be perpetually
governed by an island. In no instance hath na-
ture made the satellite larger than its primary
planet and as England and America with re-
spect to each other reverse the common order
of nature, it is evident they belong to different
systems. England to Europe; America to itself.
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“A Summary View of the Rights of British America,”
written by Thomas Jefferson, Virginia landowner, July
1774

“It is neither our wish nor our interest
to separate from her [Great Britain]. We are
willing on our part to sacrifice every thing
‘which reason can ask to the restoration of that
tranquility for which all must wish. On their
part let them be ready to establish union on
a generous plan. Let them name their terms,
but let them be just. Accept of every com-
‘mercial preference it is in our power to give,
for such things as we can raise for their use,
or they make for ours. But let them not think
to exclude us from going to other markets, to
dispose of those commodities which they can-
ot use, nor to supply those wants which they
can not supply. Still less let it be proposed that
our properties within our territories shall be
taxed or regulated by any power on earth but
our own.”
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