Abra-Cadabra!

Teacher Directions
1. Have students work in pairs.

2. Give both students within a pair a baggie of identical objects that can be sorted into different groups. (For example, each student in one pair might get a matching collection of buttons that might be sorted by color, shape or size.  Each student in another pair might get a matching assortment of shiny and dull objects that might be sorted by color, luster, or shape.)  

3. Ask students to turn their backs to their partner and sort the items into groups. All items must fit into one of the groups based on physical properties. 
4. When students are finished sorting, say, “Abra-Cadabra!” and have students turn and share their groupings with their partner.  

5. Compare the groupings.  

6. Did you and your partner group them in the same way? What properties did each partner use to sort the items (color, textures, size, etc)?  
7. Have pairs of students swap baggies with another pair of students and play again.   
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