Drip, Drop, Drip!

Excerpt from Scholastic 

Nonfiction Passages with Graphic Organizers for Independent Practice

The water on Earth is never used up.  It just keeps going round and round in a cycle we call the water cycle. Water moves constantly from rivers, oceans, and lakes into the air, then back to the earth, and then into the air again.


Because of this cycle, there is as much water on Earth today as there ever was –or ever will be. Water only changes from one form to another and moves from one place to another. The glass of water you drank yesterday may have been flowing in Egypt’s Nile River two thousand years ago.

The sun’s heat evaporates water. Water rises into the air as an invisible gas called vapor. This is what happens, for example, if you hang a wet shirt on the clothesline to dry. The shirt dries as the water evaporates. About 85% of the water vapor in the air comes from oceans and seas which cover almost three-quarters of the Earth’s surface.


But plants and trees add moisture. After plants have drawn water from the ground through their roots, they pass some of it out through their leaves in a process called transpiration. The leaves of a birch tree, for example, can give off 70 gallons of water a day! So while plants and trees depend on the water cycle to live, they also add to it. 
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Label the diagram of the water cycle below.
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Using what you know about the water cycle explain 

· how water on Earth changes.

· the role of the sun in this cycle
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