Title “What are Living Things Made of?”
Estimated Time: 3 class periods

Indicators(s) Goal 1: Skills and Processes1.B.1.a. Develop explanations using knowledge possessed and evidence from observations, reliable print resources, and investigations.

Indicators(s) Goal 3.5.B.2.Investigate and provide evidence that living things are made mostly of cells that can be seen and studied only through a microscope.

Student Outcome(s):

Provide evidence that living things are made mostly of cells that can be seen and studied only through a microscope.

	ENGAGE
	Place questions on board or overhead: “How do you know if something is alive? What do living things do? What are living things made of?” Have students respond to answers verbally and create a class brainstorming organizer to show responses.



	EXPLORE
	MH A5 “What are Living Things Made of?”  Also found in Activity Resource Book pg 1-2. 

(Note: There are prepared slides in the MH Kits that can be used, but this is a great opportunity to demonstrate how to create a slide and then allow students to create slides for the lab activity.)

	EXPLAIN
	MH A6-7 “What Are Living Things?”

	EXTEND
	Use prepared elodia slides for students to observe under a microscope. Have students observe the elodia, record observations in their journal and answer the question, “Is this a living thing or a non-living thing? Support your answer with evidence from your observation.”

	EVALUATE
	SR
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All living things are made of cells.

How can you prove that this is true? 

A. Look at living things through binoculars.

B. Look at living things through a telescope.

C. Look at living things through a window.

D. Look at living things through a microscope.

BCR

Explain why you would use a microscope to observe cells. 

I would use a microscope to observe a cell because a cell is too small to see with the your normal eye.  A microscope magnifies a cell to look hundred of times larger so you can see it clearly.




