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"My Brother’s flying machine"

by Jane Yolen
Pages 734-753 in Treasures
Genre:  Narrative Nonfiction (is a story or account about actual persons, living things, situations, or events).

Directions:  After reading this text, complete the following organizer parts.  Remember to reread any part of the story that confused you.  You are a great reader.

Part I:  Vocabulary Preinstruction:  

	Vocabulary Word:
	How it is used in this story:

	applauded
	Papa and Mama applauded their efforts.

	headlines
	The newspapers and magazines were full of stories about people trying to fly.  Lilienthal, Pilcher, Chanute, MEN INTO BIRDS, the headlines read.

	unstable
	They knew that a bicycle is unstable by itself, yet it can be controlled by a rider.

	glider
	He marched out to a nearby field and he flew the glider, watched only by some boys.

	wingspan
	They built the Flyer, with a wingspan of just over forty feet.

	assured
	The telegram they sent to Papa and me read:  Rudder only injured.  Success assured.  Keep quiet.

	hoisting
	Hoisting a red flag to the top of a pole, they signaled the lifesaving station for witnesses.


	1.  visual (“Follow along with your eyes as I spell it out loud”)

2.  auditory (Hear the parts /p/ /ea/ /ch/)

3.  kinesthetic (trace with eyes,  write it on the table, hand, etc.)

4.  phonics (break the word apart)—discuss prefixes, suffixes, roots, compounds, phonograms, double vowels, silent e.

5.  meaning (give the definition and/or an example)

6.  give an example. “I will be working with this group, meanwhile, this group will be at computers.”
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Part II:  Comprehension
1.  Why did Orville and Wilbur’s Mom assist the boys in their building projects instead of their father?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Before Orville and Wilbur built their first plane, they started with a question.  What was the question and why do you think they didn’t start building until they answered that question?
____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  According to the text, birds always (constantly) change the position of their wings…  

[image: image4.wmf]so their wings won’t get too tired.

[image: image5.wmf]so that they will be able to steer clear of other flying objects.

so that they will catch the air flows.

so that they will not injure themselves.

4.  List two reasons why Orville and Wilbur chose Kitty Hawk as their flight testing location:
a.________________________________________________________________________________________

b.________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  In the text it says, “Our friend Charlie Taylor made a twelve-horsepower engine for the Flyer, a motor both light and powerful.  Gasoline was gravity-fed into the engine from a small tank just below the upper wing.  The Flyer was so big—over six hundred pounds of aeroplane—it could not be assembled whole in our shop.”  Which word from this selection means to put together?
gravity
whole
assembled
powerful
6.  Use the text from question #6 to answer the following question:  What does the term “gravity-fed” mean in this sentence.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  In the text it says, “On December 17, a cold and windy day, the Flyer repaired and ready, they decided to try again.”  Decide if it would be good to test your flying machine on a cold and windy day (compared to a warm and calm day).  Explain your answer.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
8.  After the successful flight, Wilbur and Orville’s sister said, “After that, the world was never the same.”  Explain what she meant by this statement.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  Design your own flying machine.  Be sure to label all of the necessary parts and describe how it will be able to fly:  
	How will this machine be able to fly?______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What is the name of your flying machine?____________________________




10.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this selection?

The author’s purpose was to persuade the reader to build a flying machine and test it out in a large sandy area.

The author’s purpose was to inform the reader about how to make kites, bicycles, and planes.
The author’s purpose was to entertain the reader with stories about the Wright brothers and their crazy dreams of flying.
The author’s purpose was to inform the reader about the contributions to flight made by the Wright family (Orville, Wilbur, and their sister).
Part III:  Compare and Contrast:  Use the following compare and contrast grid to discuss the following parts of the Wright Brothers’ Flyer.
	Airplane

Components
	What is the function of this airplane component?
	What might happen to the airplane if this component was not functioning properly?
	One question I have about this component is…
	Rank the airplane components in order of their importance (1=most important component and 4=least important)

	wings
	
	
	
	

	rudder
	
	
	
	

	engine
	
	
	
	

	propellers
	
	
	
	


Part IV:  Fluency Practice:  Follow the four-step fluency practice steps:

1.  Read the following excerpt from the text to your teacher.  You must focus on pronouncing each word correctly.  Take your time and do a great job.  Your teacher will then discuss any words that may have been difficult for you.  Record your time in the space provided.

2.  Read the following excerpt from the text to yourself.  Record your second time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Do I understand what happened in the text?

3.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a classmate.  Record your third time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Is my fluency speed improving?

4.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a parent or sibling.  Have them sign in the space provided.  This will let your teacher know that you completed the fourth step of your fluency practice.

Fluency Goal:  Your fluency goal for this excerpt is to cut your time in half from your first reading to your fourth reading.  If you do not complete your goal, you need to continue reading this excerpt until you accomplish that goal.  When you have reached your goal, write down the main idea (one sentence) of your excerpt on the line provided.  You will read this excerpt to your teacher one final time.


After that, the world was never the same.  Many men went into the air.  Women, too.  I was not the first woman to fly.  That honor went to the wife of one of our sponsors, Mrs. Hart O. Berg, with a rope around her skirt to keep it from blowing about and showing her legs.  She flew for two minutes and seven seconds, sitting stiffly upright next to Will.

A Parisian dressmaker who watched the flight invented the hobble skirt, which for a short time was quite smart.  Such is fashion.


But how I laughed when I had my turn at last, flying at Pau in France on February 15, 1909.  Will took his seat beside me.  Orv waved from the ground.  The plane took off into the cold blue.  Wind scoured my face till my cheeks turned bright red.  Then I opened my arms wide, welcoming all the sky before me.
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Summary Sheet Non-Fiction   ©1999 by Sopris West

Directions:  Summarize the text you just read using the following procedure.  Steps 1-3 will help you with your topic sentence.  Steps 4-5 will help you get started on your summary paragraph.


1.  Identify what you will be summarizing.  Be specific—use names and titles.

The article "Dan Jansen:  In Quest of Gold"

2.  Use one of these words (verbs) to help you organize your summary:  

tells, lists, describes, explains, compares, gives, shows

3.  Finish your thought:

The article "Dan Jansen:  In Quest of Gold" describes how an Olympic speed skater named Dan Jansen tried many times to get a gold medal in the Olympics.

4.  Create a fact outline:  Make a list of the facts you would like to include in your summary.

Fact #1:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #2:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #3:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #4:_____________________________________________________________________________

5.  Use your fact outline to write the summary paragraph:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Be sure to check your paragraph?  Does it make sense?  Does it look right?  Does it sound right?
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