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"how ben franklin stole the lightning"

by Rosalyn Schanzer
Pages 224-243 in Treasures
Genre:  Biography (is a story about the life of a real person written by someone else).

Directions:  After reading this text, complete the following organizer parts.  Remember to reread any part of the story that confused you.  You are a great reader!!
Part I:  Vocabulary Preinstruction:  

	Vocabulary Word:
	How it is used in this story:

	Independence
	He even helped to write the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States.

	hilarious
	He also wrote almanacs that gave hilarious advice about life and told people when to plant crops, whether there might be an eclipse, and when the tides would be high or low.

	dizzy
	And in case climbing stairs made him dizzy, he invented a long wooden arm that could grab his books, too.

	nowadays
	But as popular as warmer stoves and glass armonicas were, they aren’t anywhere near as celebrated nowadays as the invention Ben made after he stole the lightning.

	whirlwind
	Once he chased a roaring whirlwind by riding over the hills and forests of Maryland just to find out how it worked.

	(came in) handy
	Here’s the part of the story where Ben’s practice from thinking up all those inventions came in so handy.

	mischief
	The whole idea was to pull lightning safely out of the sky before it could do any mischief.

	convinced
	Why, when America fought against Great Britain for the right to become a free nation, Ben convinced France to come help win the war, and when it was over, he helped convince Great Britain to sign the peace.


	1.  visual (“Follow along with your eyes as I spell it out loud”)

2.  auditory (Hear the parts /p/ /ea/ /ch/)

3.  kinesthetic (trace with eyes,  write it on the table, hand, etc.)

4.  phonics (break the word apart)—discuss prefixes, suffixes, roots, compounds, phonograms, double vowels, silent e.

5.  meaning (give the definition and/or an example)

6.  give an example. “I will be working with this group, meanwhile, this group will be at computers.”


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“He snatched the lightning from heaven and the scepter from tyrants.”
Part II:  Comprehension
1.  Discuss the two different methods Ben Franklin tried to travel faster across the water.  Which method do you think was better?  Explain your answer.
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
2.  Why was it necessary for Benjamin Franklin to invent the library chair?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.  In the text it says, “Once sailors knew the route of this fast, warm ‘river’ in the cold ocean, they could travel between America and Europe in shorter time than ever before.”  What is another word for route?  
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4.  Describe how Benjamin Franklin was able to steal lightning.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
5.  Sketch the scene you saw in your head the moment Ben Franklin stole lightning:

6.  Why did Ben Franklin think that lightning rods were necessary?
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

7.  In the text it says, “The whole idea was to pull lightning safely out of the sky before it could do any mischief.  Ben showed people how to put a pointed iron rod on the tip-top of a roof or ship’s mast and connect it to a wire leading all the way down under the ground or into water.  Now lightning could follow a safe path without burning up a thing.”

Which word in the paragraph means “to join”?__________________
8.  In the text it says, “This simple but brilliant invention worked beautifully.”  Another word for brilliant is…
expensive
intelligent
sharp
metallic
9.  If your teacher said to you, “Benjamin Franklin was the greatest American of all time,” would this be an example of a fact or an opinion?  Explain your answer.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

10.  What was the author’s purpose in writing this selection?

The author’s purpose was to persuade the reader try and harness lightning’s awesome power.

The author’s purpose was to inform the reader about Benjamin Franklin’s many contributions to our country and the world.

The author’s purpose was to entertain the reader with funny kite flying stories about Ben Franklin.
The author’s purpose was to persuade the reader to study the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.

Part III:  Compare and Contrast:  Use the following compare and contrast grid to discuss the following inventions and ideas created by Benjamin Franklin.
	Inventions
or

Ideas
	Why was this 

invention important?
	Explain this invention’s function?  What does it do?  How does this invention or idea work?
	Explain how you have benefited from this invention?
	Rank the inventions importance when compared to the others (1=most important and 5 being the least important).

	odometer


	
	
	
	

	daylight savings


	
	
	
	

	bifocals


	
	
	
	

	lightning rods

	
	
	
	

	weather forecasts
	
	
	
	


Part IV:  Fluency Practice:  Follow the four-step fluency practice steps:

1.  Read the following excerpt from the text to your teacher.  You must focus on pronouncing each word correctly.  Take your time and do a great job.  Your teacher will then discuss any words that may have been difficult for you.  Record your time in the space provided.

2.  Read the following excerpt from the text to yourself.  Record your second time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Do I understand what happened in the text?

3.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a classmate.  Record your third time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Is my fluency speed improving?

4.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a parent or sibling.  Have them sign in the space provided.  This will let your teacher know that you completed the fourth step of your fluency practice.

Fluency Goal:  Your fluency goal for this excerpt is to cut your time in half from your first reading to your fourth reading.  If you do not complete your goal, you need to continue reading this excerpt until you accomplish that goal.  When you have reached your goal, write down the main idea (one sentence) of your excerpt on the line provided.  You will read this excerpt to your teacher one final time.


First he made a silk kite with a wire on top to attract some lightning.  Next he added a kite string, tied a key to the bottom, and knotted a silk ribbon below the key.  Ben and his son William stood out of the rain inside the doorway of a shed on the side of a field.  To keep from getting shocked, Ben held on to the dry silk ribbon.  Then he flew his kite straight up toward a big rain cloud.

For the longest time, nothing happened.


Just as Ben and William were about to give up, the hair on that wet kite string began to rise up and stand at attention.  Ben put his knuckle near the key, and YIKES!!!  Out jumped a bright spark of genuine electricity!


Real lightning had traveled all the way down that kite string!  Ben had stolen electric fire out of the heavens and proven that he was right.
156 words

First Read:__________     Second Read:__________     Third Read:__________     Fourth Read:__________


                                                                                                         Parent Signature:_______________________
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Summary Sheet Non-Fiction   ©1999 by Sopris West

Directions:  Summarize the text you just read using the following procedure.  Steps 1-3 will help you with your topic sentence.  Steps 4-5 will help you get started on your summary paragraph.


1.  Identify what you will be summarizing.  Be specific—use names and titles.

The article "Dan Jansen:  In Quest of Gold"

2.  Use one of these words (verbs) to help you organize your summary:  

tells, lists, describes, explains, compares, gives, shows

3.  Finish your thought:

The article "Dan Jansen:  In Quest of Gold" describes how an Olympic speed skater named Dan Jansen tried many times to get a gold medal in the Olympics.

4.  Create a fact outline:  Make a list of the facts you would like to include in your summary.

Fact #1:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #2:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #3:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #4:_____________________________________________________________________________

5.  Use your fact outline to write the summary paragraph:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be sure to check your paragraph?  Does it make sense?  Does it look right?  Does it sound right?
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