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"The unbreakable code"

by Sara Hoagland Hunter
Pages 582-599 in Treasures
Genre:  Historical Fiction (tells a story in which fictional characters take part in actual events from the past)

Directions:  After reading this text, complete the following organizer parts.  Remember to reread any part of the story that confused you.  You are a great reader.

Part I:  Vocabulary Preinstruction:  

	Vocabulary Word:
	How it is used in this story:

	sagged
	John’s shoulders sagged.

	enlisted
	“The next day, I enlisted.”

	reservation
	“The reservation had no birth records.”

	corridor
	They locked us in a classroom at the end of a long, narrow corridor.

	invasion
	We were desperately needed for a successful invasion of the Pacific Islands.

	location
	After that, the Japanese would be tracing our location to bomb us or trying to record the code.

	creased
	Suddenly Grandfather’s face looked as creased and battered as the canyon walls behind him.

	shield
	“My belief was my shield,” Grandfather answered.


	1.  visual (“Follow along with your eyes as I spell it out loud”)

2.  auditory (Hear the parts /p/ /ea/ /ch/)

3.  kinesthetic (trace with eyes,  write it on the table, hand, etc.)

4.  phonics (break the word apart)—discuss prefixes, suffixes, roots, compounds, phonograms, double vowels, silent e.

5.  meaning (give the definition and/or an example)

6.  give an example. “I will be working with this group, meanwhile, this group will be at computers.”


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Part II:  Comprehension
1.  Why does John not want to go back to school?  Explain why, when he was John’s age, Grandfather did not want to go back to school either.
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

2.  How was Grandfather able to enlist in the Marines, even though he wasn’t seventeen years old?
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

3.  Complete the cause box after the effect has been given:

	Cause:

	Effect:  The government enlisted Navajo Indians into the Marine Corp.



4.  Complete the following grid by writing in the reason for the action that was taken:
	Action:
	Reason:

	The Navajo had to create an alphabet for the Navajo language.


	

	The Navajo Marines had to dismantle and reassemble a radio while blindfolded.


	

	The Navajo Marine Officers were tested using the new code.
	The commanding officers had to make sure that the code would work.



5.  When John asked, “Tell me about the fighting!” said John.  Grandpa responded by saying, “What I saw is better left back there.”  What do you think Grandfather meant by this statement?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6.  Grandfather most likely got in trouble from other American soldiers because…

[image: image3.wmf]he looked and sounded like a foreigner.

[image: image4.wmf]he was not using the code in the correct way.


he fell into many different holes.

            he stole the uniform that he was wearing.

7.  Discuss if the following statement is a fact or an opinion.  Explain your answer:  “More than four hundred code talkers fought in some of the bloodiest battles of World War II.”

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

8.  Why wasn’t Grandfather allowed to discuss the code with anybody?  
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

9.  Sequence:  Put the following events from the story in the proper ordering by placing a 1 in front of the event that occurred first, a 2 in front of the event that occurred second and so on:

_____Grandpa told John about the time he enlisted in the Marines.
_____Grandfather was sent home from the war.   
_____Grandpa and his Navajo friends made up a Navajo alphabet.    
_____Grandfather told John that the Japanese never did crack the code.  
_____The Navajo Marines were tested using the new code.  
_____John wishes he didn’t have to go back to school.
_____Grandfather almost died when he fell into a deep hole. 
_____John was no longer scared of going to a new place.  
10.  What was the author's purpose in writing this story?

The author wanted to persuade the reader to learn the Navajo language.
The author wanted to provide information about how the Navajo language helped the U.S. in World War II.

The author wanted to entertain the reader with a story about the Navajo Indians in World War I.
            The author wanted to provide information on the Pacific Islands.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Part III:  Compare and Contrast
Use the Venn-Diagram to list four differences and four similarities between John and Grandfather:
                            John


              Grandfather
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Part IV:  Fluency Practice:  Follow the four-step fluency practice steps:

1.  Read the following excerpt from the text to your teacher.  You must focus on pronouncing each word correctly.  Take your time and do a great job.  Your teacher will then discuss any words that may have been difficult for you.  Record your time in the space provided.

2.  Read the following excerpt from the text to yourself.  Record your second time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Do I understand what happened in the text?

3.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a classmate.  Record your third time in the space provided.  Ask yourself:  Is my fluency speed improving?

4.  Read the following excerpt from the text to a parent or sibling.  Have them sign in the space provided.  This will let your teacher know that you completed the fourth step of your fluency practice.

Fluency Goal:  Your fluency goal for this excerpt is to cut your time in half from your first reading to your fourth reading.  If you do not complete your goal, you need to continue reading this excerpt until you accomplish that goal.  When you have reached your goal, write down the main idea (one sentence) of your excerpt on the line provided.  You will read this excerpt to your teacher one final time.


“One weekend they bused us to a new camp in San Diego.  On Monday we were marched to a building with bars on every window.  They locked us in a classroom at the end of a long, narrow corridor.  An officer told us our mission was top secret.  We would not even be allowed to tell our families.  We were desperately needed for a successful invasion of the Pacific Islands.  So far the Japanese had been able to intercept and decode all American messages in only minutes.  This meant that no information could be passed between American ships, planes, and land forces.”


“The government thought the Navajo language might be the secret weapon.  Only a few outsiders had ever learned it.  Most importantly, the language had never been written down, so there was no alphabet for the Japanese to discover and decode.”


“He gave us a list of more than two hundred military terms to code.  Everything had to be memorized.  No trace of the code could ever be found in writing.  It would live or die with us in battle.”
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                                                                                                         Parent Signature:_______________________

Main Idea:_________________________________________________________________________________
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For a declassified list of the Navajo Code Talker’s Dictionary, go to http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq61-4.htm
Summary Sheet Non-Fiction   ©1999 by Sopris West

Directions:  Summarize the text you just read using the following procedure.  Steps 1-3 will help you with your topic sentence.  Steps 4-5 will help you get started on your summary paragraph.


1.  Identify what you will be summarizing.  Be specific—use names and titles.

The article "Dan Jansen:  In Quest of Gold"

2.  Use one of these words (verbs) to help you organize your summary:  

tells, lists, describes, explains, compares, gives, shows

3.  Finish your thought:

The article "Dan Jansen:  In Quest of Gold" describes how an Olympic speed skater named Dan Jansen tried many times to get a gold medal in the Olympics.

4.  Create a fact outline:  Make a list of the facts you would like to include in your summary.

Fact #1:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #2:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #3:_____________________________________________________________________________

Fact #4:_____________________________________________________________________________

5.  Use your fact outline to write the summary paragraph:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be sure to check your paragraph?  Does it make sense?  Does it look right?  Does it sound right?
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